
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you for your interest in the La Crosse Chamber Chorale’s Words to Music project.  Please consider using the 
Chamber Chorale’s Words to Music poetry contest as a vehicle to get kids excited about creative writing, poetry, and 
music.  Here is a brief synopsis of the project: in May 2011, area students in 4th through 11th grade literature and 
writing classes will submit poems based on the theme “It’s Magic!”.  The poems will then be coded to preserve 
anonymity, and will be given to four or five area composers who will each choose one to become the text of a new 
musical work.  The composers will write their new compositions over the summer so that the La Crosse Chamber 
Chorale can begin rehearsing them in the fall. The world premiere of the pieces written for Words to Music will be 
presented by the La Crosse Chamber Chorale at its November 2011 concerts.   
 
The details of the contest are as follows: 

 The contest is open to 4th – 11th grade students. 
 Students write poetry that is inspired by the theme “It’s Magic!”.   Students may write from experience 

or their imaginations. 
 Teachers should submit the poetry to the Hogan Administrative Center attn: Rob Tyvoll by May 13, 2011.  

Teachers in private schools or districts outside of La Crosse should submit poetry to the La Crosse 
Chamber Chorale, 124 23rd St. S., La Crosse, WI  54601 by the same date.  Make sure that an entry form is 
attached to each poem.  Student names should NOT appear on the poetry itself.   

 All poetry will be coded to preserve anonymity.  Composers working with the La Crosse Chamber Chorale 
will select a poem to set to music in late May/early June. 

 Students whose poems are chosen will be notified after all of the composers have made their selection. 
 Winning poets and their teachers will be invited to attend a November 2011 concert that will feature the 

world premiere of the Words to Music compositions.  These compositions will be performed by the La 
Crosse Chamber Chorale.   

 Two tickets to the concert will be given to all students who participate in Words to Music, whether or not 
their poem is chosen, if they give us their address on the entry form.  We do not share this information with 
anyone. 

 There is usually a feature article in the Tribune about the student poets and the composers who selected 
their work. 

 All poetry submitted will be available for the audience to see at the concerts. 
 Students should know that the original copy of their poem will NOT be returned.  They should make their 

own copy before entering the original. 
 
This is an opportunity for students to make connections between language and the fine arts, and to have some fun 
doing it.  If you have any further questions about Words to Music, please contact Beth Bonney, La Crosse Chamber 
Chorale General Manager, at 608-780-6107 or email chamberchorale@centurytel.net.  You can hear the pieces 
written for our last project on our website at www.chamberchorale.org. 



Words to Music Poetry Contest 
 

It’s Magic! 
 
 

 
 
 
Name:  _____________________________ 
 
Grade:  _____________________________ 
 
School:  ____________________________ 
 
Teacher:  ___________________________ 
 
Parent Name:  _______________________ 
 
Parent Phone:  _______________________ 
 
Address (used to notify winners and to send 
concert tickets):  
 

___________________________________  
 
___________________________________ 
 
School attending for the 2011-2012 school year:   
 
 
↠ Please attach this entry blank to your 

poem. 
↠ The copy you submit should NOT have 

your name on it. 
↠ The copy you submit should be neat 

enough to display at the concert. 
 
Please submit your entries to the Hogan 
Administrative Center attn: Rob Tyvoll, or the 
La Crosse Chamber Chorale, 124 S. 23rd St., 
La Crosse, WI  54601, by 5/13/11. 
 
All poetry submitted becomes the property 
of the La Crosse Chamber Chorale. 
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